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What are your qualifications that make you a strong candidate for delegate? 
 
As a candidate running for the NASP delegate position from Illinois, I have over 20 years of experience advocating 
for the academic and mental health needs of children through the practice of school psychology. I have been 
actively involved in leadership at the state level serving in various positions on our Governing Board including 
region director, president, cochair of Budget, Planning and Development Committee, and currently am serving my 
second term as the treasurer. Additionally, I have been a member of various workgroups including the review and 
update of our Constitution and Bylaws documents and developing our David Prasse Scholarship for students in our 
training programs to receive a 1-year membership while helping us develop future leaders in the field. As a 
practicing school psychologist, I have supervised and trained both practicum students and interns. I also am adjunct 
faculty for one of our state training programs. These experiences have provided me with the opportunity to develop 
my leadership skills and interact with the various key stakeholders that the NASP delegate would be representing. 
As the NASP delegate, I see my role as representing the needs of rural, suburban and urban school psychologists as 
well as training program faculty and graduate students across the state to our national organization.  
 
As NASP Delegate, how do you see your role in working with your state association? What 
specific actions will you take to advance NASP strategic goals and advocate for issues that 
are specific to school psychologists within your state?  
 
The NASP delegate is a member of the Illinois School Psychologists Association (ISPA) Governing Board and thus 
I would be working in conjunction with our governing board to align our strategic plan with NASP initiatives, 
disseminate information from NASP, and provide ongoing information about changes in federal laws and 
guidelines that impact our practice at the state and local level. Recently, ISPA has utilized material from The Will to 
Govern Well to guide our decision-making and planning processes; support from NASP was instrumental in 
guiding us as we continually strive to meet the needs of our members, develop leaders and function as a volunteer 
organization. Thus, I have seen the importance and would like to continue to be part of the collaboration between 
NASP and ISPA.  
 
One of our challenges in Illinois, that is common to other states as well, is the critical shortages of school 
psychologists, especially those that represent marginalized populations. Increasing awareness of our field by 
advocating for the NASP Practice Model for the Delivery of Comprehensive School Psychological Services, we can 
help educate key educational stakeholders and law makers regarding the impact of our services and make the field 
more attractive to future professionals. Our state is working on social justice issues such as race and equity and have 
utilized NASP resources such as the race/equity lesson plan to promote awareness and equity practices. 



As a delegate, I would strive to balance the interests of those in Illinois, NASP, and our profession by drawing upon 
the knowledge and skills I have developed though my various experiences and years of practice to help enhance the 
educational and mental health outcomes for all children.  
 
 
 


